There is a brief chapter on techniques of obtaining and processing the biopsy. The main chapter considers the various abnormal morplhological features that may be encountered (alterations in lobular architecture, portal tracts, liver cells, etc.) and their possible significaiice. A shorter clhapter describes how these individual features may be combined in the major liver diseases (hepatitis, cirrhosis, etc.). There are excellent, bibliograplhies, and ani appendix of staining methods. However, the value of this atlas is in its excellent colour photomicrographs these are uniforml,y informative, and the standard of reproduction is very true to life. The diagnosis of neoplasia is not one of the major problems for the pathologist dealing with liver biopsies, and this aspect of liver pathology is only briefly dealt -with. But, this atlas can confidently be recommended as a practical guide to histopathology; unfortunately its price is likely to prove somewhat daunting. It provides a reviewr of the somewhat superficial exvidence we have to date of an immune involvement in the control of malignancy, and is indeed timely as the subject moves towards a more in-depth analysis with the less subjective technolgov that is now becoming availalle and wvhich has provided suclh insight, inito the biology of the immune system. The author starts logically wvith clinical observations suchi as histological appearances, tumour dormtancy and the association of malignancy wvith immunosuppression and age, which are suggestive of a host response before considering the in vivo and ini vitro assays wN-hich have been applied to the study of tumour immunogenicity. This latter section may appear uncritical at times, with reference t,o the problems of interpretation of, for example, cytotoxicity assays and the ready acceptance of sulchl studies in the establishment of the presence and nat,ure of blocking factors in patients' sera. Much is also made of the migrationi-inhibition test, reflecting the author's interest and involvement, though again this is a technique which has not gained universal acceptance as applied t,o the cancer problem. The presence of actual test data in a book of this type is novel, and may be confusing to readers unfamiliar w-ith the assays. It must be said that much of this section has appeai-ed previously in the book "Immunological Aspects of Cancer" edited by J. E. Castro.
The later sections of the book deal wvith practical applications of studies of immunology of cancer patients, and the effects of ti-eatment, on the immune system. In each chapter it is point,ed out that the reasons for the apparent differences bet-ween the cancer patients and control are poorly understood and by no means uniform so that the significance of these differences is unclear. The goal of tumour immunology in immunodiagnosis and serial monit,oring of disease progression is as yet unattainable, except in a few wx-ell defined conditions. The final chapter document,s the attempts to use immunotherapy in malignant disease.
The author stresses that the results have been largely disappointing and are awaiting new active agents and models with which the most effective use of the agents available could be established. This is a book concentrating on human malignancy written for clinicians, and provides a readable account of a complicated field which continues to develop rapidly. It rightly stresses that our knowledge is incomplete, and provides a useful introduction to tumour immunology. A number of texts on this subject have recently appeared, and the lack of a thorough consideration of the animal model and effector mechanisms makes this one less attractive as a book for general recommendation.
B So rapid has been the expansion of our knowledge of the immunopathology of lymphoreticular neoplasia that it seems scarcely 10 years since the discussion of these malignancies was dominated exclusively by morphological considerations and clinical matters. The combined fields of immunology, cytochemistry and immunochemistry have opened new approaches wNhich have quickly proved applicable to the study of lymphomas. The cytoidentity of primary neoplastic cells is nowr more clearly recognized and their clonal nature has been established. More subtle immunological perturbations have also become apparent.
This voluine lives up to the title of the series of which it is the 4th of 5 parts (to date), in that the degree of coverage approaches monumental proportions. An initial series of chapters provides the normal structural and functional framewNork for the aberrations of the lymphoid system wrhich follow%. These include contributions on lymphoid-tissue development, immunoregulation and ageing and involution of the immune apparatus.
The high frequency of cancers in patients with either primary genetically determined or iatrogenic immunodeficiency is discussed in excellent chapters by B. Spector and colleagues, and I. Penn respectively. In the former, the results of an international effort to collect data on cancers in patients with primary immunodeficiences are presented, and in the latter there is the encouraging fact that disseminated cancers arising from malignant cells inadvertently present in transplanted organs, can be eradicated on restoration of immune function.
The application of the marker techniques wNrhich have provided new criteria of classification and analysis is discussed in 2 lucid chapters by F. P. Seigal (Cytoidentity of lymphoreticular neoplasias) and E. C. Franklin and J. Buxbaum (Immunoglobulins in the normal state and in neoplasias of B cells). These contributions provide the rationale for eventual prevention and improved treatment, particularly since the technical advances therein described now make it possible in some instances to identify the cell of origin of the lymphomas.
This volume also contains a number of presentations which should be useful to the clinician. S. A. Rosenberg contributes a chapter on the Treatment of Primary Lymphoid Neoplasias, and elsewhere in the book Hodgkin's Disease receives much attention. Perhaps of greatest clinical interest, however, is a chapter (by R. H. Marshak ande.colleagues)
